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PRAYER OF THE SACRAMENT
OF HOLY MATRIMONY

The offciating priest together with the assistant priests, deacons
and acolytes stand in front of the ark and wait for the arrival of the
bridegroom and the brice.
On the day their marriage ceremony is 1o take place, at (he
appointed hour,the bridegroom and the bride accompanied by their
teatives and frends come 1o the church and stand in the place
preparcd for them in front of the altar.
| The priest, making the sign of e cross over his face, says;
PRIEST: Inthe name of the Father and of the Som and of the Holy
Spirit, One God. Amen,
Dicar brothers and sisters,today we have gathered in his holy place
10 Join our brolher ----------- = AN QUF SIS(EF =svvererrese in holy
matrimony. I here is any one from among you the aithful who
o tell us of any Tawful reason which hinders the marriage ((he
+coming together in marriage) of this our brother and this our sister,
: lethim tell us now,
| After a short pause the priest, facing the bridegroom
‘ and the bride, says:
T PRIEST: My dear children, if there is anything which is of a
- seoular nature, contrary o the eaching of Christ and a hindrance to
| yourcoming logether in marriage, tell us now,
The bridegroom says after the priest, or reads:
| BRIDEGROOM: | do solemnly declare that | know not of any
| lawful mpediment why 1, C.D. (full name, including sumame),

may ot be joined in matrimony to AB. (full name, including |

summime).

1=

Then the bride says after the priest, or reads:
BRIDE: | do solemnly declare that | know not of any lawful
impediment why I, A.B. (full name, inluding surmame), may not
be joined i matrimonyto C.D. (full name, ncluding sumame).
PRIEST: My son, do you wish this woman to be your awful wife
and to marry her according to the ordinance of God and to five
Wit her? And wil you follow her or the estof your 1)
BRIDEGROOM: Yes, father, I do so wish, may your holy prayr
help me,

PRIEST: My daughter, do you wish this man to be your lawfl
husband and to marry him according to the ordinance of God and
oive with him: And will you follow him fo the rest of your e
BRIDE: Yes.fther, [ do so wish, may your hly prayer belp me.
PRIEST: I'shall now ask you to make a solemn declaration of
your inention o commit yourselves o cach ofer n mariage,

Now the priest fnstructs the bridegroam to fake the

bride’s right hand into his own,

The bridegroom says after the priest, or reads;
BRIDEGROOM: I call upon these persons here present fo
witness that 1, C.D. (full name, including sumame), do take the,
AB. full name, including sumame), to be my lawful wedded wife
Henceforth, T have accepted thee with my will and | love thee wih
my whole heart, [ will fulfil thy wishas far as | am able, 1 shall be
With thee in bad days and in good, in times of prosperty and in
time of poverty, in sickness and i healt, il am sepaated from
thee by death according to the ordinance of God, the most High.
And T give my word in oath before God and before fhe
congregation of the holy Orthodox Church, .

BRIDE: I call upon these persons here present o witness that |
AB (full name, including sumame), do take the D, (full name,
including sumame) to be my lawful wedded husban, Henceforth,

]



I bave acoepted thee with my will and | love thee with my whole
heart, [ will fulfll thy wish as far as | am able. [ will be with thee
10 bad days and in good, in time of prosperity and in time of
poverty, in sickness and in health, tll 1 am separated from thee by
death according to the ordinance of God, the Most High, And I
give my word in oath before God and before the congregation of
the holy Orthodox Church.
PRIEST: May God in His loving-kindness help you both to keep
the promise you have made to cach other.

PRAYER OF THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
PRIEST: Iy the name of our Lord and our Saviour Jesus Christ,
We celebrate the sacrament of matrimony for our blessed orthodox
00 ===~ 4 our blessed orthodox daughter sesesssesn- -, his
vife

Prayer over the Covenant Ring

Having received the wedding rings, the priest says the

following prayer:
PRIEST: We giv thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, who wast
before all the worlds, who hast established by thy word the
heavens and the earth, and the foundation of the earth and
everything therein; who hast gathered the dispersed and hast made
these two one; and now, O Lord, we supplicate thee that you
mayest bless this covenant ring that it may become for «w-------
A wevennee - Symbol of the bond of their union, for they seek
thy blessing,
and that they may become worthy of the example of the sign of thy
word by the bond of the gift of the Holy Spirt that there may be
befween them indivisible love established upon the foundation of
the Church,

and that they may live by the bond of unity which each one of

them has established;

for thou art the bond of love, hast ordained their meeting and hast
wrought harmony between them;

and that they may fulfill the commandment of thy only Son, our
Lord and our God and our Savior Jesus Christ to whom is due
glory, honour and worship with thee and with the Holy Spirit now
and always and for all etemnity. Amen. :

Prayer of Blessin
PRIEST:  Blessed is God the Father almighty.

PEOPLE;  Amen.
PRIEST:  Blessed is God the Son.

PEOPLE;  Amen.
PRIEST:  Blessed is God the Holy Spirt
PEOPLE;  Amen.

The priest blesses the rings which the
bridegroom and the bride will then place on each
other’s finger.

Prayer of Matrimon

PRIEST: O Lord, who hast made man with thy hands and hast
given him woman as his helper and comforter,

be thou, now, O Lord, a peacemaker unto these young people, the
bridegroom and his helper;

Join them together with a bond of union and give them the sign of
their union;

and that they may become one by a bond of love say unto them; *]
give you both my peace, my peace I leave with you both.”, for
thou art the peace of us all,

and we offer up praise and honour unto the highest heaven, with
thy only Son and the Holy Spirit, the life giver, now and always
and for all etemity. Amen.

o



Praver over the Vestments

PRIEST: O Lord Our God, Jests Christ who hast adomed (he
heavens with stars and the carth with sundry flowers,
and st given man heavenly riches and earthly fest
o again, O thou merciful one and lover of man, we beseech thee
{hat hou mnayest bless (hese vestments,
(a the may be 1o these two servants of thine who wear them in
Tl vestments of oy, honour and healing,
Koep them that they may he purc in ther body and in their soul
and in their spiri;
That thei e may be  1feof peace and health and purity through
(eds of righteousness;
gie them (he blessing of heaven and carth; make them rich in
deeds of ustice;
and il their homes with every blessing; and make them ready to
do thy wil; for thow art mercifl and abounding n compassion.
To thee be glory wih thy merciful heavenly Father and the Holy
Spir,the [1fe-giver, who s co-equal wilh thee, now and always
and for all cermity. Amen.

The priest then blesses the vestments and puts

them over the bridegroom and the bride.

Prayer over the Oil

PRIEST: Our Lord and our God, sustainer of all, the Father of our
lord and our God and our Savior Jesus Christ
1o hast anointd priess and kings and prophets with olve ol
0 Lord and lover of man, unto thee do we pray and bescech that
(hou mayest bles for us this oil
Let it be a instrument of ighteousness and justice which honours
fhy fwo servans and
PEOPLE: ~ Amen.

PRIEST:  Let it be the foundation of righteousness and justice.

PEOP LE: Amen,

PRIEST:  Let it be an ointment of i ap |
ment
PROPLE: A, of indestructible purity,

PRIEST:  Let it be-an unfading b :
PEOPLE:  Amen ing beauty and  ight of the body,

PRIEST: Lt it be ajwel of true Joy and happiness i fruth,

. PEOPLE:  Amen

PRIEST: Lot ithe forconqering
OPLE: Ay gl ol (el
PRIES]I: Let i befor the renewal oftheir souland her bdy

and their spiit
PEOPLE:  Amen.

PRIEST:  Let i be one which gives the it of wealf and of

good works,
PEOPLE:  Amen,

l;Ri EST:  May honour‘a‘nd glory be unto thy holy name, with
they only Son and Holy Spir, th lfe-giver, who s co-equal with
thee, for ever and ever,
PEOPLE: Amen.

qu the pricst blesses the holy ol and anoints the
bridegroom and the bride with it
i3 Praver over the Crowns
13'11 O holy Lord, who hast et un persable crows upon
they saints, and hast reconciled the heavenly withtheearhly

now, O Lord, bless these crowns which we h
ave pre
upon thy servans and prepared {o set

PRIEST:  Letitheye :
BOPLE: gy town of honour and authority,
PRIEST:  Letitbea '
R gt iy
PRIEST:

Let it be a crown of joy and ullation,

1



PEOPLE:  Amen,

BRIEST: et it be acrownof joy and hapiness

PRIEST: [t it be.a crown of rightcousness and justice.
PEOPLE:  Amen,

PRIEST: ot be  crownof wisdom and discermment
PRIEST: Lt it be acrown ofcomfor and tranquility.
(PRIEST:  And unto these thy servants Who wear {hem, give
e bond oflove and pedce; and save (hem from il houghts and
fom al the crafiness of demons and from llthe il burden of

the enemy.
And hear ther payer tha thy goodness may be upon both of them.

Place fearof thee in their hears
Prolong their lfe unto old age.
Make them fejoce in seeing son
benefit from thir children
Sirengthen them untl the end in

and apostolic church.
Prepate for them the Way of thy truth; through {he pleasure of thy

merciful Fatherand the Holy Spirtfor everand ever: Amen.
The crowns will then be blessed three times and placed

upon the heads of the bridegroom and the bride by the
priest

s and daughters and make them

(1 one holy, orthodox universal

Praver after the Crowns

PRIBST: () yictorious God, place the crown of grace upon the
head ofthy servants and make i unto them (he imperishable crown
of hanour tht i from on high

Bless all their work for thou ar (he one who gives all good things,
for thine s honour and glory with they merciful heavenly Father

L

and the Holy Spirit, the life-gi !
i Apmex; e life-giver, who is co-equal with thee, fo

Praver of Blessing
PRIEST; O Father, i
. ,crown them with honour and authority,
PRIEST: 0, the only-be
h -begot
e y-begotten Son, bless them,
PRIEST: O, Holy Spirit, sancti
i Amen.y pirit, sanctify them,
PRIEST:  Our God who h
ast blessed Adam
e(l)nd parah, Isaac and Rebecca, bless this mam'agean - |
ha,g({)t}x)rl Gmi1 who hast blessed Jacob with Leah and Rachel and wh
: oure(s}sgd g;nnﬁh tth;]Mother of Samel, bless this marriage 0
,. 0 hast blessed Joseph and Asenath
| Ehza‘beth the mother of John, and all the holy wi e ‘m'd
e y women, bless this
The Preparatory Servi
DEACON:  Stand up forprayer.v =
PEOPLE:  Lord have mercy upon us,
PRIEST:  Peace be unto you al,
PEOPLE:  And with thy spirit,
“The Prayer of Thanksgiving” '
(See The Preparatory Service paragrag}%l-%g?t -
:))EACON: Stand up for prayer, |
I)EOPLE: Lord have mercy upon us,
l)RIEST: Peace be unto you al,
EOPLE:  And with thy spirit
The Praver of oblation of the Ap
(See The Preparatory Service Paragraph 4;-24}0“1es
PRIEST: et us worship. .




DROPLE:  The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirt three in
One h

PRIEST:  Peace be unto thee:

PROPLE:  Holy church, dwelling place of the godhead.

PRIEST: . Ask for us

PEOPLE:  Virgin Mary, mother of God.

PRIEST:  Thou art |
BROPLE:  the golden censer which idst bear theember of fire

which the blessed one took from t,he. sancn’lary, an(:h which
forgiveth sin and blottth out emon this 18 ng s Word 'at was
made man from thee, who offered himselfto his lfather' for 1ncle(rius§
and 2 favorable sacrifice, We worship theg, Chnst, with thy ! (Iilt
heavenly Father and thy Holy Spiri,the life-giver, for thou dids
and save us. .
B%n:\efwi A reading from the Epistl of St Paul to the
| 35,
Ephesians, chapter 5, verses 23 .
' ' Anmen.
his prayer and blessing be with s all
besybandz, live your wives, & Chrst loved the church and gave

Himself up for her, |
that he mgghl sanctfy her, having cleansed her by the washing of

water with the word, g .
{at he might present the church to himself in splendor, without

spot or wrinke or any such ting, that she might be holy and

without blemish. - . ’
Eyen so husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He

who loves his wife loves himself | '
For o man ever hates his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes

it as Christ does the chureh,

Because we are members of his body. |
“For this reason 2 man shall leave his father and mother and be

fined o his wif,and the o hall become one flesh.”

10

This mysery s a profound one, and 1 am saying hat i refers o
Christ and the church; |

however, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the
Wife see that she respects her husband. RSV
DEACON: May the blessing of the Father and the love of the Son
and the gift o the Holy Spiit who descended upon s apostes i
the upper room of holy Zion, in lke manner come down and be
muliplied upon me and upon al of you,

PEOPLE: Holy Apostle Paul, good messenger, healer of the sick,
Who hast received the crown, ask and pray for us in order hat he

may save our soul i the mulitude of his mercis and inhis pty
for his holy name’s sake,

Prayer of the Covenant
(See The preparatory Service paragraph 174,

- DEACON:  Stand up for praye.

PEOPLE:  Lord have mercy upon us

PRIEST:  Peace be unto you all,

PEOPLE:  And with thy sprit,

Prayer of the Gospel

(See The preparatory Service paragraph 179-183).

DEACON: - The deacon shall sing read Psalm 128 verses 14,
Blessed s every one who fearsthe Lotd, who walks
in his ways!

You shalleat the fuit of the labour of your hands:
you shll e happy, and i shall be well with you.

Your wife will be fike a fitfl vine within your
house; your children will be fke alive shoots

around your table,
Lo, thus shall the man be blessed who fears the
Lord,
“RSV”
I



DEACON:

PRIEST:
i’EOPLE:

PiﬂEST:

DEACON:
 PROPLE:
PRIEST:

B

_KitErnative: Psalm 19:5

Halleluia, stand up and harken t‘o the holy Gpspel,

the message of our Lord and Savior I eSS Christ.

The holy Gospel which Matthew proclaimed. 11

Glory be o thee, Chrst my Lord and my God, at

times,

The Gospel of St. Matthew, chapter 19 verses 39b

And Pharisees came up to him and test‘ed him by

asking, “Ts it lawful to divorce one’s wife for any
!)”

ila: Z.swered, “Faye you not read that he who mad(ei

ihem fiom the beginning made them male an

female, : |

and said, ‘For this reason a man .shall' leave Es

futher and mother and be joind o his wife, and the

two shall become one flesh?

So they are o longer two but one flesh, What

therefore God has joined together, let not man put
der,” ‘

%ueny i {0 him, “Why then did Moses command

one o give a cerifcate of divorce and to put her

away!"

He syaid {o them, “For your hardn;ss of heart Most;s

allowed you to divorce your WIVes, but from the
inning it was not 0. o

t1)Xengcinln;1)g( fo you: whoever divorces his wife, except

for unchastity, and marries another, cormms

adulery.” “RSV”

Stand up for prayer

Lord have mercy upon us.

Pegce be unto you all

12
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PEOPLE:  And with thy spiit,
Petitionary Prayers
(See The Preparatory Service paragraph 612 and paragraph 23-30.
The people shall say the Creed,
PEOPLE:  We believe in the one Lord God the Father , the
almighty, maker of heaven and earth and all that is visipe and
invisible,
And we belive in the one lord Jesus Chr, the only-begotten Son
of the Father who was with him before the world was create:
Light from light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of
one essence with the Father:
Through whom everything came into being, and without whom
nothing in heaven not in earth came into being,
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven,
Was made man and was incamate from (he Holy Spirit and from
the holy Virgin Mary.
He became man, was crucified for our sakes in the days of Pontius
Pilate, suffered, died, was buried and rose from the dead on the
tird day as was writen in the holy seriptures;
He ascended in glory into heaven, sat at the right hand of his
Father, and will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead: his reign has no end.
And we believe in the Holy Sprit, the life-giving Lord, who
proceedeth from the Fther; we worship and glorify him with the
Father and the Son; who spoke by the prophes,
And we believe in only holy, universal, apostolic church,
And we believe in one baptism for the remission of sin, and look

for the resurrection from the dead and the Iie (o come, world
without end, Amen,



EXHORTATION s
RIEST:  Behold, you are slanding a thxs'bles 0 d
sancuary of the Lord of Host and before his holy throne an
{he orhodox congregation. ‘ .

| 'i:r;le;ed mariage and s blssed rowning bave ur};ted Y(;(l]ln
Moreover all our fthful fathers have taken one Wl SEEKIng
M érity ;nd heir according {0 this same law and satute

& Turning to the bridegroom. f
PRIEST:  Beloved brother, blessed and e:lolrllﬁrmted ;gcg:c;ozr
e Holy Spit, you are bound at his lessed hour 10

glefeH \:llfhsf l;;1urt:y1(inderstanding and with a clear conscience and a
good considraon. e

indeavor 0 do the things that will benefit her. |
"gtdzl\;lo;as(;ionate towards her and hasten to do every good thing
e her et

?;Il;:::s have today become head over ber after her f;&thgr :unﬁ
;fﬁéther and you have both becn crowned in a heaven and Spir
‘iiiﬁrriage and the race of God has rested both of you. ut
’If you accept my counsel God will ift you up holding yglrlr ho,
:he.will mulfply your possessions and will give you chi leP v;n d
il bing oy to your eyes; be will gr@d you a long hie "
beaufy your dweling; and he will enrich your last days In

infheworldto come.
forld and in Turning to the bride.

' ortunale bride, & you have
PRIEST:  Blessed sister and fortund d
heard my counsel fo your husband, you looare bqund dto fﬁdal?i s
tesect him and i is improper for you to disobey his orders

wishes. o
| x(s)reeover, you should fulil b wish even more than | have

ordered him, for he has authoriy over you after your father and
mother.

14

You must acoept him with a cheerful heart and a clear conscience,

Do not bear a cheerless countenance before him,

Do not deny him any of his due,

Fear God in all that you do with him,

For God, the most High, has put him above you after your father
and mother that you may ulfl his every wish. You should lve
with him; as Sarah, our mother, lied with Abraham, our father,
obeying him and calling him lord.

Having seen that she fulflled his wishes, God the Mogt High,
blessed her and she gave birth to Isaac in her old age and seured
his love,

If you listen to my exhortation and my order and follow my
counsel, God will ift you up holding your hand; he will give you
much wealth and will ill your home with blessing,

The lord will give you blessed children who shal bring joy to your
eyes,

May the name of the lord, the Most High,be blessed for ver,
PEOPLE:  Amen,

Prayer of Blessin
PRIEST:  Brother and siser may God whose name is blessed,

a8 he bestowed blessings upon the house of the Wedding at Cana of
Galite, do ikewise upon you both and Wpon your house,

May he unite you and place spiritual love in your heart,

May he multply your wealth, build your house and give you long
lfe, a joyful life and blessed children,

Concluding Prayer
PRIEST: We ask you Lord o accept this blessed prayer of
matrimony.

Grant s the ctemal instead of the transient, and the heavenly
instead of the earthly,

15



Forgiv us ur i, 0 transgpessions and ourerors
Protectusfom he vi deeit of the Devil

Keep with thy strong right am all our brothers and sisers whe
have gathered here on s day and a his hour.

Build up their homes, S&Ve e from the temptaion ofte enemy

and give them heavenly joy which evl camnot reach.

through the prayer of the lady of us ll and the pride of our next of

Kin, thepure Motherofour Lord, he chosen Mother

of althe chidren of Adam, te holy Virgin Mery and through the
nfrcesson of Sent Tekle Haymand, the righteous one and
Eyangelist, and through the ntrcesson ofthe holy and pure sents

and martys. Amen.
The marriage register may DOW be signed, and

while this is being done the congregation shall
sing a uitable hymn.

THE SACRAMENT OF
HOLY MATRIMONY
ADMINISTERED TO DIVORCED
CANDIDATES WHO COME
TORWARD IN PENITENCE

The manner of coming forward (the entrance
rte) and the oaths shall be the same as those for

yirgin couples (See pll)
~ PRIEST:  In the name of our Lord and our Saviour Jesus

Chrst, we celebrate the sacrament of matrmony for our blessed

orthodor som === nd 0UF blessed orthodox daughter ===
his wife.
DEACON:  Vow your headsfo {he Absoluton of the Son.

The Prist shall s2y
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“The Absolution of the Son”

(See thepreparatory Service paragraph 56-60.)

Readings:

Psalms 25,32,51,128,133.

The Preparatory Service
For the relevant parts of the Preparatory
Service,
turn fo the references given in the Main Service
Alternative Readings

DEACON: A reading from the Episle of Saint Paul fo the

Hebrews, chapter 13, verses 2-3.

Do not neglect to show hospitalty to srangers, for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares
Rgmember those who are in prison, 4 though in
prison with them; and those who are ll-treated,
since you also are n the body.

Let Marriage be held in honour among all, and e
the marriage bed be undefiled; for God will judge
the immoral and adulterous,

Keep your ffe fee from love of money, and be
content with what you have; forhe has said, T will
never fail you nor forsake you.”

PRIEST:  The Gospel of St John,chapter 3, verses 27-23.
John answered, “No one can receive anything
except what is given him from heaven.

You yourselves bear me wiess, the said, 1 am
ot the Christ, but | have been sent before him.

He who has the brid i the bridegroom; th frend
of the brdegroom, whom stands and hears i,
rfoies greatly at the bridegroom’s voice; therefore
tis joy of mine s now full."
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Following the Prayer of Faith, the people shall
say the Lord’s Prayer,
The priest shall now bless the holy oil and anoint
the bridegroom and the bride with it
PRIEST: O lord God, our almighty Lord, the Father of our
Lord and our God and our Saviour Jesus Chris, who hast made
man from earth and hast given him a female helper after his
likeness:
thou hast created her from him that she may be unto him a wife, a
friend and a helper,
that she may bear sons and daughters and tha the seed of many
may multiply.
And again Paul the Apostle of thy beloved Son Jesus Chnst
commands saying;
“[ts beter for unmarried men and unmarried women {o remain as
they are,but i they are unable to lve n purity it s better for them
to mary,”
For this cause we pray and seek thy compassion, O lover of man,
on behalf of thy servants =r-ereer e 4 eeeeene Who haVE cOME
together at this hour to seek thy grace.
0 our King and our Saviour, grantthem freedom and mercy and
cover them with thy right-hand.
Preserve them from mischief and kegp them in one thought (mind).
Grant them happiness and oy, and a long age and
Years of peace, lov, trth and joy and bles them as thou didst
bless Jacob, and Leah and Rachel,
+ And as thou didst bless Elkanah and Hanna and Peninnah, bless
them and keep them from all evil
Blessal the man and woman who are here with me and bless their
homes.

18

E
And mg also, purify me from all pofanty an e
my hidden sins for thou art full of merey and

- abounds o al those who call upon the,

me freg from ]
thy compassion

Aud to thee do we send forth (offer up) glory and honoyy g

worship with thy oy begoten Son our Log Jesg Christ and wi
ki e {

thy Holy Spint, the life - giver for ever and eyer Amens -

PRIEST:  Prayer of Blsing p.29) |

PRIEST:  Concluding prayer (p.29)
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You must accept him with a cheerful hart and a clear conscience,

Do not bear a cheerless countenance before im,

Do ot deny him any of his due.

Fear God inallthat you do with him,

For God, the most High, has put him above you afer your father
and mother that you may fulfil his every wish. You should live
with him; as Sarah, our mother, lied with Abraham, our father,
obeying him and calling him lord.

Having seen that she fuliled his wishes, God the Mot High,
blssed her andshe gave birh o Iseac inher old age and secured
his love,

If you listen to my exhortaion and my order and follow my
counsel, God will i you up holdng your and; e will give you
much wealth and willll your home with blessng,

The lord will give you blessed children who shall bring joy to your

ey,
May the name ofthe lord,the Most High, be blesed for ever,

PEOPLE:  Amen,

Prayer of Blessing
PRIEST: - Brotherand siser, my God whose name s besed,

1 hebestowed blessings upon the house ofthe wedding ot Cana of
Gliee, do Lkewise upon you both and upon your house
May he unite you an place spiitallove in your hearts,

My he multply your wealth, build your house and give you long
lfe, a joyful ffe and blessed children, ;

Concluding Prayer
PRIEST:  We ask you Lord to accept thi blessed prayer of
mattimony,

Grant us the etemal instead of the transent, and the heavenly
instead of the earfly,
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Forgiv us ur i, 0 transgpessions and ourerors
Protectusfom he vi deeit of the Devil

Keep with thy strong right am all our brothers and sisers whe
have gathered here on s day and a his hour.

Build up their homes, S&Ve e from the temptaion ofte enemy

and give them heavenly joy which evl camnot reach.

through the prayer of the lady of us ll and the pride of our next of

Kin, thepure Motherofour Lord, he chosen Mother

of althe chidren of Adam, te holy Virgin Mery and through the
nfrcesson of Sent Tekle Haymand, the righteous one and
Eyangelist, and through the ntrcesson ofthe holy and pure sents

and martys. Amen.
The marriage register may DOW be signed, and

while this is being done the congregation shall
sing a uitable hymn.

THE SACRAMENT OF
HOLY MATRIMONY
ADMINISTERED TO DIVORCED
CANDIDATES WHO COME
TORWARD IN PENITENCE

The manner of coming forward (the entrance
rte) and the oaths shall be the same as those for

yirgin couples (See pll)
~ PRIEST:  In the name of our Lord and our Saviour Jesus

Chrst, we celebrate the sacrament of matrmony for our blessed

orthodor som === nd 0UF blessed orthodox daughter ===
his wife.
DEACON:  Vow your headsfo {he Absoluton of the Son.

The Prist shall s2y
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“The Absolution of the Son”

(See thepreparatory Service paragraph 56-60.)

Readings:

Psalms 25,32,51,128,133.

The Preparatory Service
For the relevant parts of the Preparatory
Service,
turn fo the references given in the Main Service
Alternative Readings

DEACON: A reading from the Episle of Saint Paul fo the

Hebrews, chapter 13, verses 2-3.

Do not neglect to show hospitalty to srangers, for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares
Rgmember those who are in prison, 4 though in
prison with them; and those who are ll-treated,
since you also are n the body.

Let Marriage be held in honour among all, and e
the marriage bed be undefiled; for God will judge
the immoral and adulterous,

Keep your ffe fee from love of money, and be
content with what you have; forhe has said, T will
never fail you nor forsake you.”

PRIEST:  The Gospel of St John,chapter 3, verses 27-23.
John answered, “No one can receive anything
except what is given him from heaven.

You yourselves bear me wiess, the said, 1 am
ot the Christ, but | have been sent before him.

He who has the brid i the bridegroom; th frend
of the brdegroom, whom stands and hears i,
rfoies greatly at the bridegroom’s voice; therefore
tis joy of mine s now full."
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Following the Prayer of Faith, the people shall
say the Lord’s Prayer,
The priest shall now bless the holy oil and anoint
the bridegroom and the bride with it
PRIEST: O lord God, our almighty Lord, the Father of our
Lord and our God and our Saviour Jesus Chris, who hast made
man from earth and hast given him a female helper after his
likeness:
thou hast created her from him that she may be unto him a wife, a
friend and a helper,
that she may bear sons and daughters and tha the seed of many
may multiply.
And again Paul the Apostle of thy beloved Son Jesus Chnst
commands saying;
“[ts beter for unmarried men and unmarried women {o remain as
they are,but i they are unable to lve n purity it s better for them
to mary,”
For this cause we pray and seek thy compassion, O lover of man,
on behalf of thy servants =r-ereer e 4 eeeeene Who haVE cOME
together at this hour to seek thy grace.
0 our King and our Saviour, grantthem freedom and mercy and
cover them with thy right-hand.
Preserve them from mischief and kegp them in one thought (mind).
Grant them happiness and oy, and a long age and
Years of peace, lov, trth and joy and bles them as thou didst
bless Jacob, and Leah and Rachel,
+ And as thou didst bless Elkanah and Hanna and Peninnah, bless
them and keep them from all evil
Blessal the man and woman who are here with me and bless their
homes.

18

E
And mg also, purify me from all pofanty an e
my hidden sins for thou art full of merey and

- abounds o al those who call upon the,

me freg from ]
thy compassion

Aud to thee do we send forth (offer up) glory and honoyy g

worship with thy oy begoten Son our Log Jesg Christ and wi
ki e {

thy Holy Spint, the life - giver for ever and eyer Amens -

PRIEST:  Prayer of Blsing p.29) |

PRIEST:  Concluding prayer (p.29)
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